Statement

My name is Diana Hristova Petrova. | am 19 years old. My father is Hristo Lubomirov Petrov. I'm
currently a resident of Indianapolis, Indiana, however, up until about three months ago, | lived with my
dad in Fort Wayne. I'm currently attending University of Indiana Purdue University of Indianapolis and
am in the process of earning my degree in journalism.

| moved to Fort Wayne at the age of 14, after living with my mother in Bulgaria for 11 years, and
in Las Vegas for about 3 years. My parents separated when | was about three years old and officially
divorced when | was eight. | lived with my mom in Stara Zagora, while my father lived in Sofia. My dad
would drive from Sofia to Stara Zagora monthly in order to spend time with me and be a part of my life.
He called me regularly and was always involved in my life and my upbringing. He also sent me child
support money monthly. | spent the majority of my school breaks in Sofia with him and my
grandparents.

Although my parents got divorced and weren't on the greatest of terms, my father never
insulted my mother in any fashion. He always emphasized how important it is for me to maintain a
strong relationship with her and appreciate what she has done for me. My mother, on the other hand,
was always insulting when my dad was brought up in conversation. In a way, this made me favor my
dad's side over my mother's. Thus, when | had the chance, | decided to move to my dad's house in Fort
Wayne.

I've lived with my dad since the summer of 2004. I'm fully aware that I'm hard to put up with
due to my strong character and stubborn nature. I'm a teenager, so naturally, I'm impulsive, dramatic
and highly irrational. However, my dad has always been extremely understanding and patient with me.
He rarely yells at all and is always calm when we get into a disagreement. He's been extremely helpful
throughout my high school career. He always helped me with my math homework, since my math skills
are lacking. | was an honor student in high school and | couldn't have achieved that without the help of
my parents. My dad has also paid a large portion of my college tuition thus far. I'm in my second year of
college and | have a very negligible amount of loans because of his help. He has financially supported me
for the past 6 years. I've always been able to buy myself whatever | need and have even treated myself
to luxuries, such as technology that | didn't necessarily need. | have absolutely nothing to complain
about when it comes to how my dad took care of me. There was always enough food in the fridge and
our home was always welcoming and warm. My dad has remodeled our home a couple of times as well,
to make it look nicer and more sophisticated.

| still love my mother immensely and care about her well-being. The fact that | live with my
father has no impact on how | view my mother. She's a great person and will always remain one of my
top priorities. My dad always encourages me to call her and keep in touch with her. To this day, he still
doesn't insult my mom even though I've moved in with him. | haven't seen my mom in about a year and
a half because she just graduated from law school and I've been busy earning my own degree. We're
both extremely overwhelmed by school, but we still communicate. Although my mom does not pay child
support, she does pay for my health insurance, which my dad and | are grateful for. Although my mom



never paid child support, my dad never contemplated suing her in order to get money from her. He has
never tried to ask her for any money for me for any purpose whatsoever. He has always managed to
take care of me on his own and has done so more than adequately.

I met Mila for the first time when | visited my dad during my winter break in 2003. This was also
when | met my half brother, Christopher Alexander Petrov, and the last time that | saw him. At this
point, | had not even thought about moving in with my dad and Mila. Mila was nice to me. She didn't
seem very personable or interested to talk to me, but | figured that was natural because she barely
knew me.

The next time | saw Mila was when | had moved into my dad's and after Christopher was sent to
Bulgaria to live with his grandparents. At this point, Mila was earning her Business degree at Indiana
University Purdue University of Fort Wayne. She was usually studying or at school. She seemed largely
overwhelmed and stressed by her school work. She never yelled at me or insulted me, as far as | know.
We didn't communicate much, but | didn't blame her because she was always so busy and stressed. Mila
didn't have a job at this point, and depended solely on my dad for rent, food and her health bills.

| was surprised when my dad informed me that she left him in the summer of 2005. Although |
noticed tension between them, | didn't realize that my presence in her home bothered her so much that
she felt obliged to leave my dad and their life. | was excited for Christopher to come back after she
finished school and was excited to be a part of an actual family, since | never really had one.

| will never understand exactly why Mila chose to leave my dad. He's a good, genuine,
intelligent, caring, patient and reliable individual. He's generous and never selfish. He takes care of
everyone else before he takes care of himself and his own needs and desires. He is, without question,
the best person | have ever met in my life and I'm not saying this just because I'm his daughter. | feel
wholly responsible for the failure of their relationship and the outcome of this entire situation. | wish
that Mila would allow Christopher to meet his father, or at least communicate with him, and realize
what a great person he really is.

Diana Petrova
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Indianapolis, Indiana USA

email: dianapetrova90@gmail.com



CtaHoBMILE

Kaseam ce [uaHa Xpuctosa MNetposa. Ha 19 roanHu cbm. MosT bala e Xpucro /llobomupos MeTpos. B
MOMEHTA XuBea B MHAnaHononuc, wata MHaMaHa, HO A0 npean Tpu mecela Xuseex ¢ 6awa mu B opT
YeliH. B MomeHTa y4ya B yHuBepcuTeTa MHanaHa-Mupato B rp. MHANMAHONOAMC M y4Ya KYPHANU3BM.

MNpemectux ce B PopT YeliH Ha 14 rogmiuHa Bb3pacT, cneq, KaTo *KUBSAX NpM Malika My B Bbarapua s
npoabvakeHue Ha 11 rogmuum, n B J1ac Berac B npoavaxeHue Ha 3 roanHn. Moute pogutenu ce
pasaenuxa korato 6ax Ha 3 roanHn n oPpUUMaNHO ce pasBenoxa KoraTo 6ax Ha ocem roguHU. A3 KMBAX C
maika mu B Ctapa 3aropa a 6awa mu B kunseele B Codpus. bawa mu nasawe ot Coduna B Crapa 3aropa
BCEKM Mecel, 33 4a Me NOCeTU U OTAE/IM BPEME 33 MeH M Aa 6bae YacT OT KMBOTa MU. TON peoBHO MU
ce obaxpgale v BuHarm bele 3aMHTEpPecoOBaH 3a MEH M MOETO M3pacTBaHe. Tol u3nnawalle 3a MeH
M34pPbKKa BCEKN Mecell,. [ToBeyeTo oT BakaHUuMTe npekapsax B Codus ¢ Hero n ¢ moute 6aba u gaao.

BbnpeKku ye moute poanTenm ce passenoxa n He ce pasbupaxa, 6ala My He obuKaalle MaiKka Mu nNo
HUKaKbB HauMH. ToM BUHArK Ka3Balle KOKO € Ba*KHO Aa MUMamM A06pu OTHOLLEHUA C MaillKa MU, Aa
OLeHsiBaM TOBa KOETO TA Npasu 3a MeH. MoaTa MaliKka OT CBOA CTpaHa, BUHaru belle ockbpbutenHa,
KoraTo cTaHele Ayma 3a balia mu. ToBa me Hakapa Aa 6bAa Ha cTpaHaTa Ha 6alia MM BMEeCTO Ha MaliKa
MW. 3aTOBa, KOraTo MMax Bb3MOXKHOCT, MOXKeax [a ce NpemecTa Aa xusea npu 6alia mu 8 GopT YeiH.

usea npu H6awa mu ot n1aToTo Ha 20041, 3HaM Ye He CbM JIeCHa 3apadm CUJTHUA CU XapaKTep U UHaTa
cn. A3 CbM TUHENAXKBP, N €CTECTBEHO CbM MMMY/ICUBHA, APaMaTUYHa U KpaMHO HepasyMHa. Bbnpeku
ToBa 6alla MM BMHArn ce oTHacs ¢ HeEOBMKHOBEHO pa3bupaHe U TbprneHne ¢ MeH. Tol NoYTU He BUKa U
BMHArun e CNOKOEH, KOraTo CTUrHem A0 pasHoriacue. Tol e MHOTro MKW Momaralie, KoraTo y4Yex B
r’MMHasuATa. BUHarn mu nomaratue 3a AOMaLLIHOTO MO MaTeMaTUKa, MOHEXKe 3HaHUATa MU No
maTemaTuKa He baxa Ha gobpu. A3 6ax Aobpa yYeHUYKa B y4MIMLLE M HAMALLEe Aa 6baa TakaBa 6e3
NMoMOLLTa Ha MouTe pogutenn. MoaT Halla 40 cera NaaLLa ro/igsma 4acT oT pasxoguTe 3a KoJsiexka mMu. As
CbM BTOpa roAmMHa CTyAeHTKa M 40 cera MMam MHOTO MaJIKko 3aeMu, NopaguM Heroeata nomouy,. Tow ce
rpuxelle 3a meH pUHaHCOBO Npe3 nocieaHuTe 6 roaMHn. BUHarn moxex a cu KyrnyBam KakBOoTO MU e
HeobXxoAMMO, MOHSAKOra AOPU MOKEX 3 CM NO3BOA Hellla OT KOMTO MOKe b1 HAMax Hy»kaa. Hama
Hel,o OT KOeTO MOra Za ce ornJsaya, KaTo CTaBa Ayma 3a TOBa Kak mos Halla ce rpuxelle 3a meH. BuHaru
MMalle A0CTaTbYyHO XpaHa B X/IaAM/IHUKA M Hawun aom belle BUHArK Tonba U npusaTeH. MosT 6alua
PEMOHTMpPA HAKOJIKO NbTU KblllaTa, 3a Aa A Hanpasu No-xybaea 1 yao6Ha.

A3 Bce owe obMyam maiika cM MHOIo U MUCAA 338 HEMHOTO 6narononque. dakTa, ve KmBes ¢
MOA 6aLLl,a, He B/NSie Ha MOETO OTHOLLUEHME KbM MailiKa mu. Ta e CTPaxoTeH YOBEK U BUHArun we oCtaHe
32 MHOrO BaXKHa 3a meH. bawa mu BUHarn me okypaxasa ga v ce o6a)1<,c|,aM M Aa AbpPXKa BPb3Ka C HeA.
Jo peH aHeweH TOM He 06|/|>K,u,a Malika MW, BbNPEKUN HE a3 Ce NpemecTux npn Hero. He cbm BuKpana
MaWKa cu Beye rognHa n No0J1I0BNHa, 3al0TO TA CKOPO 3aBbpLUIn BTOPOTO CU oﬁpaaoBaHme no I'IpaBo n
belle MHOro 3aeTa BbB BPb3Ka C TOBA, a3 NMNbK CbM 3a€Ta C MOETO o6pa3OBaHme. Hwne nBete cme
Hanb/1HO 3a€Tn C y4yeHune, HO BCe oLl e Cce YyBame Mno Tened)OHa. B'bl'lpeKM ye Mailka MM He nnawja



M3ApbiKKa, TA NAalla 3a MOETO 3[paBHO OcUrypABaHe, 3a KoeTo balla mu e 6narogapeH. Bbnpeku ye
MaliKa MU HMKOra He niallalle u3apbiKKa, balla Mn HUKOra He MUc/iellie Aa A CbAuM 3a 4a B3eme napu
OT HeA. HMKora He A mo/ielle 3a Nnapy 3a MeH. Tol BUHarn Hamupatle HauyMH [ia ce rpUXKM 3a MeH camM U
npaselle NoBeye OT A0CTaTbYyHO.

3ano3Hax ce ¢ Musa 3a NpbB NbT KOorato nocetTmx bala mu 3a KonegHaTa My BakaHumaA npes 2003r.
ToraBa ce cpelHax ¢ MosiT BTopu bpaT, Kpuctodbp AnekcaHabp MeTpos, 3a MbpBu M NOCAEAEH MbT.
ToraBa He CbM MUC/IeNa Aa Ce MeCTa Aa Kueea npu bawa mu 1 Muna. Muna 6ewe gobpa c meH. Ta He
nsrnexgawe MHoro 61arocknoHHa 1 He nNpoAsABalle ocobeH MHTepec Ja rOBOPU C MEH, HO a3 cu
MUCIEX, e TOBA € eCTeCTBEeHO 3aL0TO He Me No3HaBa.

CnepBawmaT NbT, KoraTo BUAAX Muna belle KoraTto ce NPeMecTuX Aa *KMUBeA MpU TAX, U Ces KaTo
Kpuctodbp bewwe 3ammuHan B bbarapma aa »kmeee npu Herosute 6aba un gago. Torasa Muna ydewe 3a
MarmcTpaTypa no 6usHec agMmnHUCTpauma B @opt YeliH. Ta 06MKHOBEHO nan yyelwe nam belwe Ha
yunnuuwe. Ta nsrnexkgalle HanbAHO NOrb/HaTa U CTpecMpaHa OT HEMHOTO yumauwe. Ta HUKOra He MU
BMKalle U He Me obuKaalle, LOKOKOTO a3 3HaM . Muna He paboTelue No ToBa BpemMe U1 pasynTalle
HaNBbAHO Ha Mos Hallla 33 NOAC/NOH, XPaHa U HEMHUTE CMETKM 33 JIEKapW U 340aBHO OCUTYpsBaHe.

A3 65X yuyaeHa KoraTto balla My Kasa Td ro € HanycHana npes AaToto Ha 2005r. Makap ye 6sx
3abenasana HanpesKeHne Nomexxay Um, a3 He 3Haex, Ye MOEeTO NPUCHCTBUE B HEMHUA AOM A e APa3Heno
TOJIKOBA MHOTO, Ye ce e pelnna Aa HanycHe 6alia mu. A3 ce Bb/IHYBax 3apajim 3aBPbLLAHETO Ha
Kpuctodbp, cnes Kato Ta 3aBbpLUM 06pa3oBaHMETO CU, U Ce Bb/IHYBAX Ye Lie CTaHa YyacT oT egHo
CEeMEeNCTBO, TbA KaTO HUKOTa He CbM MMa/ia TaKoBa.

HuKora Hama fa pasbepa 3awo TouHo Muna pewn Aa HanycHe 6ala mu. Tol e go6bp, UCKPEH,
WHTE/ITEeHTEH, BHUMATE/IEH, TbPMNENUB U YOBEK Ha KOFOTO MOMKe [a Ce pa3uuTta. ToW e Leabp U He e
eromct. ToW ce rpun 3a BCUYKKN ApYrK, Npeam Aa ce NOrpuXn 3a cebe cu 1 3a HEroBUTE HYXKAU U
)enaHus. Ton 6e3ycNoBHO e Haln-[06puA YOBEK, KOMTO CbM CPELLaNa B MOA KMBOT U HEe TO Ka3Bam
3alL0TO CbM My Ablueps. A3 ce YyBCTBaM U3LAI0 OTTOBOPHA 33 MPOBasia Ha TAXHATA BPb3Ka M 3a LAsiaTa
CUTyaums cera.

A3 6ux nckana Muna ga nossonun Kpuctodbp aa ce cpelyHe ¢ Herosuma 6alla, Uan NOHe Aa KOMYHUKMPA
C Hero, 3a ga pasbepe KakbB NPEKPACEH YOBEK € TOM.

OwvaHa MeTposa

25 mapt 2010r
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